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grumbling about it and seems to
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By Al Crichton
You can forget about it for
now, but, particularly as these
next two years begin, we will
be more and more swamped by
talk of the end of the second

ous recipes for transformation
or awakening, but when the
conversation goes around the
bend a bit further, he comes in
solidly as a humanist who sees
in the world and the millenium

Millenium. Predict;ons from
most major, minor and off-the
edge religions abound. and the
word i:; either ecodoom and The
End or else the Brave New Age

a grand possibility for peace
and harmony. He advocates it,
however, through decidely
strange routes which seem de
signed to jolt and ratchet the

and spiritual transformation. fn
about equal portions. the Inter
net is aswarm with all this: the
countdown, which year is it
actually 2000 or 200 I. weird
prophecy, alien arrivals and
departures, the Second Coming.

mind into change rather than
lead it down a garden path.
The institute, Porter main
tains, is composed of 34 schol
ars who are working worldwide
with agents in Verona, Italy,

�

the rising of Atlantis, or Apoc 
lypse. Make your reservations
now. The only thing one sees
too little of is satire, tomfoolerv
and rapscallionism.
This past Friday morning
Andy Gay and I drove over to
Bern Porter's Institute of Ad
vanced Thinking for a -:hat. I
am e.xpecting it to get r:uher

and Cincinnati, Ohio. The
scholars are currently working
very hard on a Japanese project
in which they are assessing the
health benefits of eating but one
meal a day, in the morning,

intensr as the next few vears go
by, and I wanted to kno;_.,, wh.i"t
an old iconoclast like Porter

•PORTER

might '.vant to venture to help us

Continued

weather the upcoming event.
Would Porter predict�
Porter is recovering from a
recently broken hip and, though
he is not quite as lively as he
certainly could be, he is not

be healing well. Dressed in
colorful knits, surrounded by
his Found Art, he was ready to
declaim on the state of the
world and how it should be
changed. Citing his great-great
grandf11ther, Andrew Porter as
the author of the principles e
hind the Institute of Advanced
Thinking on Salmond Street,
Porter launched a few piquant
ideas into the ozone surround
ing the New Age.
Porter will always be a
mixture of puzzling and ques
tionable facts, blatant self
promotion and hellishly rigor

Bern Porter
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13eK.N Po.tr Ell PR£Di.crs
composed of nothing but
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onions, the only food which

beneath floor-length gowns
with institute-designed hoods

stripes and send gentlemen to
Verona, Cincinnati or way be

suit or the sprayed-on, dissolv

vocates easing the conditions of

and shoulder-to-fingertip
gloves. For men, the disposable

(

grows worldwide containing
everything the body needs.
Waking at 6 a.m. after a deeply
satisfying nine-hour sleep, one
starts the day with onions. Try
them boiled, fried, baked or

able suit would set the new

look.

The somewhat·daunting im
age of a future in which 34
reeking scholars are gliding

silently up and down High

flaked for variety.
Another project is going for

Street on electric roller skates,

every innuendo invisible under
their long. hooded gowns and

ward, Porter says, to evolve

battery powered roller skates
for travel around town. In

disposable suits, and each with
a lunch bucket of creamed or

sure to be a big hit, the institute

to aggravate Millenialists of all

development for women and

fla.ked·onions is surely enough

advocates no undergarments

.

,

to help the hungry and

c�ncs cleaning out the citv coun

cils and the

Arm y have a homeless shelter.

and gi' ing them all boxing l es
sons.

He is sad to see Artfellows
fuld. and when asked how tr
enc ourage art in everyone, he
advocates that each person keep
a dailv re.:ord of their thoughts
and leelings and states that�the

A:; for ··dear old Belfast,"

Poner comes closer to earth.

Belfast, an "overgrown town,"
would be far better run by four

select women than the council.
He advocates that the town fix

the footbridge. that MBN ..\ re
store the opera house. that the
train rails be taken out of Heri
tage Park and a bandstand be
built: that the "15 religions'' in

disad

vantag e d : that the Sal mtion

House and S�nate,

judging of an chills creati\'ity.

Porter · s Utopia. as James
S chc ' ill says in his biography
or Bern. "re!1ccts both the hor

ror of an age destroyed by

yond.
Worldwide, the institute ad

mankind by open trade, no tar
iffs and the ending of embar
gos; America getting out of

Bosnia and Korea, minding its
own business and relaxing; no
more wars. Electric cars.
Porter says that the state of

Maine could be much more ef
fectively run by the governor

and six others rather than the
colossal waste of 127 legisla

tors with their salaries and pen

sions. Thus, the institute advo-

�·;,mJ�nLaLi�I i�fll t)]0 -21!!.2

c
.Pe j r_;;cje�c_e an_d E-r!_w�rt,
ima2inativelv combined."
- \VTioe�e�
nk'S"'� heard
just about enough from Bern
Porter probably ought to think

thi

again. He threatened his doctor
that he'll be l vi n g to l 17 years.
The doctor. midd le - aged ,

i

doubts he ' l l be around to wait
on Porter bv then.

Porter ch-uckles: he will be 87
years old on Valentine's Day.
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�UPDAT£�
Bern 'Porter wi 11 be B9 yea.rs old on Va../en+ine� Da.y 2000,,
He con+; n ue.s ro live alone a.+ his home) a./so known a.s
� Ihstifu.t� for advo.nc.ecl Thinki�, SC> Sct.,lmorc.I Street;
Belfa8� NAt �E.-' on . nex+ to no phys iced sus+-enanCtZ; to
+M D.rriazement of' o Vl-E' and oJ l.
yY\ eanw �I le.. J mecha.ri is-tic.. 5Cleric.e. c.tm-fi n.u.e5 -lo opua.+e
a.�
mora.l i
+ransceMd�fa.,{ id ea.I isfs G/fea.m on.
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endless conversations which will never. be heard

what does

it profit?
what does it profit?
it was a dark and rainy nie-ht the sound of the raindoth
sooth my soul or so i wish theres just noend to it dear i
am the voice of one crying out is there no solace all these
years and tears like rain the gentle rain from heaven upon
the place beneath when you die you will understand understandirg
isnt everything this i am told Pnd most days i am content
with it but some days some nights when it rains when my
body is weary my soul cries out how long? how many more empty
words must i write type scrawl scratch carve into my flesh?
when you die you will understand i am told my dear one have fs.i th
believe in love believe in love i do believe i do i do
or do i?
do i lie? what ��ll it be faith or understanding? love or under
standing i am asked
two wings of a bird to soar the heavens
is there more?
the rain like mercy

gently falls

omomomomomomom
M.

Mo Monroe

the beauty of the flower exists because of the work
of leaves and unseen roots
the seed gives new life when cared for and nurtured
so it is with sharing and understanding
Joseph G.

Lalli

To enter the goddess anus is more difficult than passage of a
dromed a.ry through the eye of a need le
duke, exalted on
human spirit
Many called few are chosen
some baptize
by immersion, some dare
to cross river
i walk'with you to the end of rainbow
Letters from Duke

What• s your road, man? -- holyboy road, madman road
rainbow roa�, guppy road, any road, it's an anyvhere
roan for anybody anyhow.
Jack Kerouac
ON THE ROAD
Postcard from Stonehenge
by C.A. Conrad
Dear Sheila, meteor showers these nights.
Tday we climbed
a 5,500 year old burial tomb out inthe woods of Uffington.
Ah, each morning I mix fresh lavender from near the pond with
mashed apples and tahini to spread on our krumpets.
It's
delicious energy.
The rose is said to have the highest hertz
The roses of this early fall weather fill us
on the planet.
Please my dear Sheila, you must know
-- drunk -- on hertz:
Cannot send
you are always alight ori my hair -- flash dear.
you what I feel being with these ancient stones.
Blessed be
dear, ALL LOVE
C.A. Conrad
SLALISBURY PLAIN,
WILTSHIRE
SUNRISE OVER STONEHENGE
THIS FAMOUS PREHISTORIC, MEGALITHIC MO�ffiMENT IS SITUATED ABOUT
10 ILES NORT H OF SALISBURY. ITS ORIGIN AND PURPOSE
ARE 8����-gN!fNBWNr-�H9YG -±�-±g-�HGgGH�-�e
HAV:B-B KT -Y�EB -�QH -oYW- -4GHoHJ.P .
still ..··ell knovvn to many
of us who have promised to remember -- by heart
.
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This d.rea"!l may yet descend, but • • • the best we can dois present
the one side e.s scenario -- what mieht have happened -- and the
other as event -- Hhat we think did happen. On of thecharms
of dream is the annihilation of the boaderline between those
two, though casting a veil of obscurity anf futility
over
the thine:s we
inaerined to have beeh there and eleva-cing tnose
worlds we feared unattained to a greater giory than might e�se
have neen reservedfor them •
Timing,
Ive said'?
Ah, but
when
the light has changed the painter's vision in the space
between 4:ou and 4 :2U , on another scene,a light vdth
that
subtle brilliance of 4: 00 shines on, and all these scenes
are mine.
One need not see merely the things he has been brought up to
see, th�
pictures placed in front of him.
A.R. LaBrunie
"I can feel him in th wind,"
said Mary of her Master.
"I can :feel him, ''she said.
and sne knew.
S.R.

Yostin

-

T

here we stand at the shining dawn of the year 2000.
i am sure
you all, like myself, are amazed that we standing here to
welcome it in, insted of lying vaporized under
miles of
atomic ash and nuclear fallout. Imust admit, i am not only amazed
but also grateful to the omniscient powers of the universe that
have a.llowect to come this far.
We as a species appear to have
surprizingly good karma. Not only have survived 50 years of
two world wars and one cold war,
mutually assured destruction.
aliens at Roswell, Vietnam, kent state,richard nixon, Monica's
blow job, meltdowns at three mile island and chernobyl, the
apparent death of elvis, the assassination of john lennon,
star wars I, II, III, and IV as well asthe Great Maine Ice
Storm of '98, BUT we also appear to have gootten through Y2K
without any major glitches.
The millennium ball decended from
times square in good order and terrorists did NOT blow up broad
way.

20

i however, have not been nearly so fortunate.
Here in Belfast
In the past two days
i am experiencing my own personal Y2K.
the following macinery has broken down and/or terrninally mal
functioned:
(l J
( 2.)

my ca r stereo
my computer
(3 .) my bifocals
my immune system, as i struggle, choke and snort under the
effects of some cold, flu, or virus

( 4.)

so, i have had to resort to my ten dollar second hand manual
typewriter to produce this issue. but now even that is failing
me.
i want you all to know, i am sweating bullets here.; i
have typed the last one 8nd a half pages in the following manner:
with my left hand.meanwhile, with my right index finger i am
holding a littlegizmo, while pausing after evry word to manu
ally advancethe ribbon
"ttttt
with m� right middl.<L
_,
·
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Nexr
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Po.�e .

ln fhe. ntw milJenniuJrl 1 wiU be relirit1'1 -lo -k..t woods -lo· t; "4 a sirriple,
l'lfh CenfLtry fife it'\ a co.bin by Toddy Pond a.f Ma.ttdala. Farm'' in fu:s+
Orland Hai�e. No f'hol\.f 1 no pooJ, no pef�. N() r<Annin� wo..fu, Waoct
Stove .for httd. No U1YKpc.d4f, rw ta)(, no t.Mail, no cell pnou, pc:ta<ir- or
LAJofl� LOid.twc�}Jo M�il ae.lh/uy. lJp 4 .3 11'z �il..e d.l�t road accassibJ..e oot'1
by LI ·whu{ dri'lt . 1r..tn po.fk a.n� wa.H::. clown. Soo yArd Wif'1olfNj pa.+ii
fhrou0 h r"d<s anof woods aCC€S:S i b� �n Iv by fct;f. N<>f accass i bRu af a-II
in 5nowsfotrr1s. l'm -1-e.Hin� you, -thi:, i� -f'1..e. Jifq.
It
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r would like lo ptr.sonalt'1 -1-han� o..ll c,.f yotA. £... your" StA.f>ro(+.
of yov. wno �/11 pt:li d MO"�l.f fo� Subc5Crip-hcrn.s ( fluf'.e m�
of yofA) H you wou.ld like o. r�FLtnd > pwa�'l senot s.A. 5. G
S hlltla. I-lo itz.
P. o. 6o>< lf c.+
Ea�t Orland,
I. will 9ef yov.r m�\IJ e\Jen�(I�,
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